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(Lizzie & Alma were daughters of Bill & Josie Nunley).

Current membership in 2002 is about 50.”

One of the great stories that Gladys Woodlee Roberts tells about Payne’s
Cove is the night Philip Roberts was preaching about being a steadfast
Christian and that those who truly repent could not be “run off” from church.
lke Roberts, an irreverent relative, and an accomplice decided to challenge
the fact that the congregation couldn’t be “run off”. Someone had butchered
and skinned a beef leaving the head and hide fairly well intact. Ike and his
friend, being intoxicated, draped the skin over themselves and proceeded to
go to the church where they presented themselves under the beef hide.
Walking down the center aisle, they let out a hearty “moo” and startled
churchgoers began bailing out of the windows much to the delight of ke and
his friend who just wanted to see if the congregation could be “run off”.

In another occurrence the preacher was giving a sermon about Peter and
the cock crowing three times when suddenly in the center aisle there

appeared—what else?-but a crowing cock probably ushered in the back door
by some mischievous hand.”

Layne’s Cove Union Church

Afier a brush arbor meeting held by Bro. Cribbs, William Thomas “Bill”
Layne decided that the Layne’s Cove Community needed a church building.
He and his brother, Abraham, looked over the lot and decided on a triangular
piece of land on which the present day Church of God sits and stepped it off.
Abraham, his sons John, Bill, and others cut logs for the beams overhead and
the floor sills. Soon the rough sawed board walls were erected and church
began.

A deed conveying 2 acre to the church was made by William T. Layne
and his wife Nettie E. Parker Layne on 28 December 1936 to the trustees of
the church. These were Bill Thomas, J. Hense Layne, and Abraham K.
Layne. These men were Methodists, but the church was to be
nondenominational with the exclusion of ministers of the Catholic and
Mormon faiths.

William T. “Bill” Layne, being a called preacher himself. was the primary
minister as well as musician. He played a pump organ while his followers
sang.

Since there was no denomination, people did not join the church. They
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merely attended. Early attendees of the church wcre‘Bill and Nefuf: Parker
Layne and family, Harris Gilliam, Dellie ar?d Annie Layne G:ll.lam‘ and
family, Morris and Leora Layne Hill, Huey Gipson, Edd and Nannie Rieder
Parks and family, Helen Tucker, Ozella Magouirk Meeks Layne, Gfaorge azfd
Beedie Meeks Hassebrock and family, Etta Gilliam Layne and family, Hattie
Partin Hill and family, Hense Layne, and Wilson Tucker. 4

This original church fell into disuse after a numbfer of years of activity. A
new building was constructed in 1965 on the same site. T.he new church now
operates as a Church of God even thought it had I\Tdelhodwt roots. In 2002 a
major addition to the building is being constructed.

Methodism has strong roots in Pelham Valley. There are more Methodist
churches in the area than any other denomination at this time. We at Pelham
UMC know that God has a plan for us. He would not hav:e allowed us to
have accomplished all that has been done if he did not. It is our hope al;d
prayer that we will be open to his callings and that we can help to spread the
gospel of Jesus Christ to every person in Pelham Valley and lhf adjoining
communities so that each one may have that “Blessed A}ssurance _Lhal Jesus
is his or hers and that the God shaped opening inside their hearts will be filled
with His love until it is overflowing.

! This information was supplied by Paul & Ida Sherrill Jackson. 2
* This i i i i in Hawk and Vernon Bonner. See also Cullen
This information was supplied by Tim Sartain Ha vk and Verno
T. Carter, ed., History of the Methodist Church and Institutions in Middle Ter:nmee. 1 78?-!9_56
(Nashville: Parthenon Press, 1956). p. xx: Arlene Partin Bean and Ja[u:ite (.oalsl. Humec::cm;:ng
“86 History of the Elk River Valley (Pelham Valley) of Grundy Cownty. TN, (Manchester:
Beaver Press, 1986), pp. 107-108. i ol )
! “This i i ied by Edith Hill Patterson, Lorene Paiterson Mottern, Jewe
[his information was supplied by Edith Hill Pa _
Patterson Partin Jacobs, and Elbert and Thursie Wilson Patterson. See also Bean and Coats, p.
107.
is i i B iary Henley, which has been
% Much of this information came from the diary of Alma Brashear
compiled by her daughter, AnnaWhite Henley Roper. See also Bean and Coats, pp- I{.)b-!DT.
*“This information was supplicd by Maymie Meeks Morris and her son Don Morris. See also
Bean and Coats, p. 102. . £ AC¥S
* Jimmy Northcutt and his sister Connie Northeutt Meeks compiled this information.
also Bean and Coats, p. 102. i
" This information compiled from Irene Gilliam Meeks, Johnny Layne, and Grundy County
Deeds. See also Bean and Coats, p. 101.






