










In 1999 the Tennessee Annual Conference approved the Together We Can Campaign to 
benefit the Assembly at Beersheba as well as other conference institutions. United Methodists 
from throughout the conference made pledges and, as payments designated for Beersheba came 
in, renovation and construction began to take place. Those involved tried to retain the historic 
integrity of the old buildings and they attempted to blend the architecture of the new buildings 
with the 01d. 17 

The first structure was a bathhouse built in 2002. Located in the open space of the 
quadrangle between Marvell and Brick Row, it was a welcome addition and a much needed 
facility. Next a large maintenance building was erected. Late in 2002 Turner Family Lodge was 
completed. It consisted of two sections, each containing a lobby with a fireplace, a kitchen and 
12 bedrooms with baths. Heated and air-conditioned, it provided the first modem year-round 
accommodations at the Assembly. 18 

In 2003 sewer service was extended from Altamont to Beersheba Springs allowing 
connections to be made to new structures at the Assembly as well as to older buildings with their 
outmoded septic tanks. During 2003 the one-story East Side building was replaced with a larger 
two-story building that was heated and air-conditioned. It contained two meeting rooms and 22 
bedrooms with baths. 19 

Restoration of Upper Neal was completed in 2004 and the building was renamed 
Marcella V. Smith Row. It consisted of eight bedrooms with baths, heat and ceiling fans. The 
rooms were cooled by natural mountain air flowing through front and back screen doors, as in 
the past. First floor sleeping quarters in the Hotel were renovated in 2004. Two suites and four 
bedrooms in the Bishops' Wing were provided with heat, air conditioning and modem baths. 
Ella Eaton Gill Dormitory was also constructed in 2004. The building contained bunk beds and a 
large bath in each end and it had a large meeting room and kitchen in the center. It provided 
accommodations for 32 persons and was heated and cooled.20 

By the end of 2004 there was a dilemma: with the increased sleeping capacity provided 
by the new buildings there was no longer a meeting place large enough for an entire group 
registered at the facility. United Methodists and other friends of the Assembly came through 
with the funds to erect a large enclosed structure and in 2006 the Samuel Boyd Smith 
Multipurpose Building was dedicated. Located in the center of the grounds on the site of the old 
pavilion, the temperature-controlled building could serve as a meeting hall, as a large classroom, 
or as a gym with half-court basketball. 21 

Many people have used their skills and resources to make Beersheba Springs Assembly 
what it is today. Several building names honor the dedication and generosity of individuals and 
families who have held a special appreciation for Beersheba. Marvell was named for Marvin and 
Dell Cook during the very earliest years of the Assembly. Marvin (W. M.) Cook was a minister 
of the Tennessee Conference who spent many hours repairing and building at the Assembly. The 
stone fireplace in the hotel lobby and the stone inlay with scripture on the observatory were his 
handiwork. Turner Family Lodge honored the family of Cal Turner, a member of Brentwood 
United Methodist Church in Nashville and an avid supporter of a number of United Methodist 
institutions. Marcella V. Smith Row honored a member of Forest Hills United Methodist Church 



in Nashville. Marcella Smith came to Beersheba year after year for events such as Family 
Fellowship and each time she stayed in the row of log rooms that, after her death, were named 
for her. The construction of Ella Eaton Gill Dormitory utilized funds from the sale of property on 
Black Mountain near Crossville. In 1934 Ella Eaton Gill had donated the mountain acreage to 
Cumberland Mountain School, an institution of the Tennessee Conference of the Methodist 
Church. After the school closed, the Tennessee Conference continued to follow her wishes to 
allow the property to serve as a wildlife preserve and a site for nature appreciation. It was sold in 
2001 to the Tennessee Parks and Greenways Foundation to become part of the Cumberland Trail 
State Park. In 2006 the Multipurpose Building was named for the late Samuel Boyd Smith, a 
member of Belmont United Methodist Church who devoted many hours to making plans for 
Beersheba and other outdoor ministries during the years he served on the Tennessee Conference 
Camping Committee.22 

Dedicated assembly managers have supervised operation and maintenance and, often 
with the assistance of a spouse, have offered warm hospitality to guests since 1942. Managers 
and the years they served were: A. J. Davis, 1942-1948; Dennis Brown, 1949-1966; John N. 
Balch, 1967; JamesA. Jacobs, 1968-1970; Elwood Denson, 1971-1973; Herman Buchanan, 
1974-1977; I. B. Pennington, 1978-1981; Robert Cate, 1982; Don Clemmons, 1983; Gerald 
Reid, 1984-1991; William (Bill) Woehler, 1991-1999; Larry Kalas, 1999-2001; Irmie Blanton, 
2002-2005; Phillip Geissal, 2005-2006; Richard V. (Dickie) Hinton, 2007-present. 

With the increased interest in camping in the 1970s, the Tennessee Conference created a 
full-time position of Coordinator of Camping, later termed Director of Camping. Carl Elkins 
served in this office from 1976 until 1984 dealing with many aspects of program and property at 
Beersheba and other conference camps. Succeeding directors of camping continued to supervise 
facilities and many dealt with program. Those directors and the years they served were: James 
F. Swiney, Jr., 1984-1987; James G. Hughes, Jr., 1987-1995; Terry Carty, 1995-1997; L. C. 
Troutt, 1998-2001; Beth Morris, 2002-present. 

Facilities and program continue to be a blend of the old and new at Beersheba. The 
charm of yesteryear is still available in certain rooms that have not yet been modernized. 
Worship services are still held in the Chapel and at Vesper Point; they are also held in the new 
Smith Multipurpose Building and in the meeting rooms of other new buildings. Morning watch 
is still held on the observatory overlooking the valley; it is also held on the deck of Turner 
Family Lodge overlooking the wooded area. Classes are still held in the lobby of the hotel with 
participants sitting in rocking chairs by the fIreplace; classes are also held in the new meeting 
rooms and Smith Multipurpose Building with presenters using the latest visual aids and sound 
systems. Parents still chat on the porches of the quadrangle while their children play in the open 
area; they also leave their infants and toddlers in the attractive nursery provided in a room of 
Brick Row. In the quad youngsters still enjoy tetherball, volleyball, badminton and playground 
equipment; they also delight in slip-and-slide mats on the grass. Young people still walk to 
Lovers' Leap; they also travel to nearby rivers for whitewater rafting. They still hike to Stone 
Door to enjoy the view from the cliff; they also engage in supervised rappelling and rock 
climbing on the cliff. They still swing to music in the evening; folk dancing to recorded music in 
the pavilion has been replaced with swaying to live band performances in Smith Multipurpose 
Building. Oldsters still congregate on the front porch of the hotel to quietly reminisce; only the 



occasional ringing of a cell phone interrupts the tranquility. Campers still dress casually for 
campfires; they wear casual clothes for other activities as well. Meals are still announced by the 
ringing of the dinner bell; food is now selected from a serving line. Rocking chairs still beckon 
from the weathered porches; they summon from the new breezeways and decks as well. 

In reserving the facilities at the Assembly staff has given priority to groups within the 
Methodist Church, renamed the United Methodist Church in 1968. Others have been welcome to 
use the facilities, however, for overnight events or for day activities alone. Through the years 
Methodists and non-Methodists have scheduled day activities that included luncheons, dinners, 
parties, receptions, weddings, memorial services, reunions, meetings, festivals, photography and 
nature classes.23 

Cooperation with the community of Beersheba Springs has been important. In 1968 the 
Assembly began hosting the Arts and Crafts Festival, a fund-raiser for various community 
projects. Held in late August, it has continued to be an annual event. In 1980 residents and 
friends of Beersheba Springs were successful in an effort to place the hotel complex and other 
buildings in the community on the National Register of Historic Places. Since 2003 a Christmas 
party for children in the community has been held each year at the Assembly. Staff members 
participate in July 4th celebrations and parades. The observatory serves as an overlook for 
residents of the area and for those traveling through who pause to view the beauty of the valley. 
The stone inset reminds all to lift up their eyes unto the hills.24 

Beersheba Springs Assembly has served as a place of inspiration, study and fellowship 
for generations of people seeking respite and spiritual direction for their lives. Samuel Boyd 
Smith was once asked, "What is Beersheba?" He replied, "Why, Beersheba is the crown jewel of 
Tennesseel" Many agree that it continues to be just that. 
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