
BENNIGHT, MARY FRANCES FULTS, 84, who resided at Somerby Assisted

Living in Huntsville, passed into eternal life at Crestwood Hospital on Tuesday,

February 27, 2007, after a brief illness. She was born in Tracy City, Tennessee,

May 2, 1923, to the late Hon. Jefferson Davis Fults and Annie Williams Fults. Mr.

Fults was a lawyer for 50 years in Tracy City, a judge and a state senator

representing Grundy County. Survivors include three sisters, Mrs. Alma

Chambers of Beaufort, South Carolina; Mrs. Eleanor Ballou of Honolulu, Hawaii;

Mrs. Dale Waltz of Lima, Ohio; four children, daughter, Marcia Scarborough

Keller of Huntsville, AL; and children from her blended family with J.D. Bennight;

James Bennight of Tallahassee, Florida, and daughters, Winnette Sandlin of

Jacksonville, Florida, and Deborah Gay Deacon of Albuquerque, NM; six

grandchildren, Jim Scarborough of Cary, NC; Jeffrey Scarborough of Huntsville,

AL; Theresa Deacon of Tony; Scott Sandlin of Jacksonville; Douglas Bennight of

Crawfordville, FL; and Pamela Howard of Birmingham, AL; one great

granddaughter, Katherine Scarborough of Cary, NC. She is also survived by two

sister-in-laws, Audry Hickman of Houston, Texas, and Evelyn Bryant Warren of

Columbia, TN; a brother-in-law, Willis Bryant of Pulaski, TN; and several nieces

and nephews. She was preceded in death by two sisters, Dr. Anna Carol Fults

Khattab of Carbondale, Illinois, and Mrs. Dorothy Fults Troxler of Birmingham.

She was also preceded in death by three husbands, Lee O. Miller of Tokyo,

Japan (formerly of Winchester); Everett T. Bryant of Huntsville (former

postmaster of Tracy City); and J.D. Bennight of Huntsville, AL. She was a

graduate of Shook School, where she received the 8th grade Deportment Medal,

and Grundy County High School (1940) in Tracy City, the University of

Tennessee in Knoxville (B.S., 1944) and Alabama A&M University in Huntsville,

AL (M.A., ED, 1974). She lived in Occupied Japan with her first husband, Capt.

Lee O. Miller and daughter, Marcia from 1946 to 1948. She resided in Tracy City

from 1948 to 1949 and taught fifth grade at Shook School. From 1950 to 1955

Mary lived in Fort Worth, Texas, where she was a member of the Junior

Women's League and sponsored the Blue Birds and a Camp Fire Girls. She was

also active in the First Methodist Church and the Garden Club. From 1956 to

1961 she lived in Tracy City teaching seventh grade at Shook School and then

various subjects at Grundy County High School, where she was a vocational

home economics teacher and a sponsor of the Future Homemakers of America.

She also sponsored a chapter of the Girl Scouts of America and was active in the

Garden Club, Delta Kappa Gamma and the First Methodist Church of Tracy City.

In 1961, Mary moved to Huntsville with her second husband, Everett Bryant, and

taught PE at Riverton and math at Westlawn Middle School for several years.

She worked in the Ford Foundation Project, Educational Improvement Program,

Comprehensive Childcare and Head Start and taught second grade and

kindergarten at West Mastin Lake Elementary until 1984 when she married J.D.

Bennight. She was a lifetime member of the National Education Association and

a member of the Madison County Retired Teachers Association. She was a

member of Holmes Street United Methodist Church for 46 years where she

served as a Sunday school teacher, delivered flowers to the sick, was a member

of the United Methodist Women and a leader of the Stephen Ministers Program.



She had many hobbies throughout her life including sewing, cooking, square

dancing, round dancing, and ballroom dancing. She also enjoyed gardening,

bridge, UT football, and travel in the U.S.A., Europe, Canada, Mexico, and

Japan. At Somerby Assisted Living, her last home, Mary enjoyed Bible study,

bingo, bridge, lectures, outings and parties and her many friends. She will be

remembered as a person who celebrated life with joy that she shared with others.

Services were held at Holmes Street United Methodist Church on Friday, March

2, with entombment at Valhalla Memory Gardens. The family requests that in lieu

of flowers, donations be made to Holmes Street United Methodist Church or a

favorite charity.

Arrangements were made by Valhalla Funeral Home and Memory Gardens,

Huntsville, AL.
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FRANCIS, JOHN MORTIMER, age 77, passed peacefully, Saturday, January 20, 2007 at home.

A native of Monteagle, TN, he was a son of the late Jim and Macy Francis and was preceded in

death by his wife of 45 years, Jean Francis.

He was known as "The Tennessee Trader," in his long career as a car dealer in Nashville,

Franklin, Columbia, Hohenwald, Lewisburg, and Pulaski. He was a graduate of the University of

Tennessee and was a decorated veteran of the Korean War and received the Purple Heart.

Survivors include his children, John R. Francis, Nashville; Rebecca J. "Becky" (Joe) Williams,

Franklin; grandchildren, Scott Francis, Staci and Amanda Williams; sisters, Mary Elizabeth

Shelton, Pelham, TN; Virginia Ann (William) Thompson, Elkton, Kentucky; special sisters-in-law,

Lorine (Johnny) McCall, Barbra Scalf and Mary Smith; several nieces and nephews and special

family friends, R.C. Alexander and Patricia Hawkins.

Funeral services were held Tuesday, January 23 in the funeral home chapel with Bro. Buddy

Victory officiating. Pallbearers included Mike Church, John "Muggy" Frierson, Johnny McCall,

Philbert Phillips, Charlie Shelton, and Larry Shelton. A special thanks to Dr. Jamie Slandzicki and

Willowbrook Hospice.

Burial was in Monteagle Cemetery.

Arrangements were made by Cumberland Funeral Home, Monteagle, TN.


