
GRUNDY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY HERITAGE CENTER 
MISSION STATEMENT AND PLAN 

Mission Statement 

The mission of Grundy County Historical Society Heritage Center is to inspire all of 
the people and communities of the South Cumberland Plateau, its coves and valleys 
to understand who they are and how they are connected in history with interrelated 
pathways. 

Mission Plan 

The plan of the Grundy County Historical Society Heritage Center is to enhance 
knowledge of the cultural, historical and intellectual background of the region for 
the benefit of the residents, their cultural and economic interests. The plan includes 
the development of a research library for family, cultural and historical research 
with sources and proper equipment to access sources for such research. The plan 
further includes as its central structure to develop within the Heritage Center 
portrayal of five historical developments that have had significant impact on 
national or international history. 

Historical Themes with Impact on National or International History 

(1) the Chickamauga (Chikamaka) separation from the Cherokees and extension 
of the western theater of the Revolutionary War by the Chickamauga 
(Chikamaka) to the pioneer settlements in Middle Tennessee utilizing ancient 
trails across the plateau to 'reach their adversaries and the aftermath leading to and 
including the Trail of Tears, time frame 1750 - 1850; 

(2) the origin of the New South with the innovation of the production of coke 
from bituminous coal with sufficient heat intensity to smelt iron into steel and the 
extension of mining activities from Coal Bank to Tracy City to Coalmont to 
Palmer; 

(3) the social experiment of the Republic of Switzerland to relieve itself from 
chronic economic depression by establishing a colony in the United States for 
willing citizens to emigrate; 

(4) the extension of the Chautauqua Sunday School movement to the South at 
Monteagle known as The Chautauqua of the South, and 

(5) the labor and civil rights training activities at Highlander Folk School at 
Summerfield acclaimed to be one of the seven most important sites in the civil 
rights movement. 



Other Important Historical Themes 

The plan further includes depiction of the geological and natural history of the 
region, the Beersheba Spring story as the cradle of development of the region, and 
the social, cultural and economic history of the people and their institutions on the 
plateau and within its coves and valleys. 

Coordination and Space 

Primary emphasis within the Heritage Center is to coordinate exhibits into themes 
and to maintain space so that stories depicted within the Heritage Center are clear 
and observable without being cluttered. 

"Partner" Organizations 

It is the objective of Grundy County Historical Society to work with as many 
organizations in the region as may be willing to work with it in respect to displays 
within the Heritage Center, storage and other preservation needs. In this regard, it 
offers to organizations whose focus is on preservation and promotion of the 
cultural, historical and intellectual background of the region, or any part of it, the 
opportunity to develop exhibits within their respective areas of interest and 
expertise, all subject to approval of the designated authority within Grundy 
County Historical Society and subject to participation in the operation expenses of 
the Heritage Center as specified from time to time by the designated authority 
within Grundy County Historical Society. All displays must conform to historical 
fact review and Heritage Center appropriateness as determined by the designated 
authority within Grundy County Historical Society and may not include 
independent missions of the participating organization which are as a matter of 
policy determined to be inappropriate for the Heritage Center. Space within the 
Heritage Center for independent organizations' displays will be allocated as 
determined by the designated authority within Grundy County Historical Society. 
Space for storage and services for historical preservation needs of any 
participating organization will be determined on a case by case basis and will be 
governed by availability of space and capacity of Grundy County Historical 
Society to provide requested historical preservation services. 

Other Facilities 

The Grundy County Historical Society Heritage Center to the extent possible will 
avoid duplication of themes and subjects adequately portrayed in other facilities 
within the region that are open the public. It will display brochures and other 
literature of other historical organizations in the region and use reasonable means 
to direct the public visiting the Heritage Center to exhibits in other facilities. It is 



the purpose of the Heritage Center to promote the cultural, historical and 
intellectual background of the area wherever it may be portrayed. 

Public Access 

The Grundy County Historical Society Heritage Center will operate and be open 
to the public on a regular business day basis five week days per week exclusive of 
holidays established by schedule published by the designated authority within 
Grundy County Historical Society. 

Guidelines 

The Heritage Center Guidelines attached to this Mission Plan shall constitute a guide for 
implementation of the Plan. 



Heritage Center Guidelines 

1. The Center shall operate under the direction of the Grundy County 
Historical Society and its Board of Directors and at all times in a manner 
consistent with the Center's Mission statement. 

2. The Center seeks to provide the proper historical context to support the 
development of a better understanding of the evolution of peoples of the 
plateau and it coves and valleys. 

3. Emphasis will be place on historical accuracy, effective communication of the 
overall theme, achieving a degree of uniformity between displays, and the 
effective utilization of both space and resources. 

4. The Center may permit organizations whose mission and interests parallel 
that of the Center to participate in the activities of the Center. 

5. Proposals for such participation shall be subject to review by the Center or its 
designated, review committee. 

6. This review shall examine historical accuracy, consistence of theme and 
presentation, adherence to overall goals and objectives of the Center and 
overall impact of the proposed participation. 

7. All decisions of the Society or its designated review committee are final. 
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Grundy County Historical Society Heritage Center 
Room Naming Opportunities 

Exhibit Hall - $50,000 

Assembly Hall - $50,000 

Research Library - $50,000 

Exhibit Room 1 - $20,000 

Exhibit Room 2 - $20,000 

Exhibit Room 3 - $20,000 

Exhibit Room 4 - $20,000 
(exhibit rooms are located in the Exhibit Hall) 

Storage and Preparation Room - $20,000 
(located on 2nd Hoor) 

Heritage Center Office - $15,000 
(located on 2nd floor) 

President's Office - $15,000 
(not available; naming opportunity reserved by donor) 

In addition to the above there are other recognition contribution opportunities that include 
murals, historical banners, furnishings, equipment and other items. 




