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GENLRAL WILLIAN UALPBELL

" His Scotch-Irish incestry,--liis father an early Holston explorer.--' A
*..¥Williem Campbell's birth and educatlon,--Settles on Holstonem=A PR
. Captaln on Dunmore's Campaign.~-Ralsed a company for the first AR

Virginia Regiment in 1775,~-Returns for the defensg of the frontier,@~ ..

;7" ".His military appointments,.--Rencounter with an henging of the bapdif

 "TAHopkins.--Suppressing Torles up New River.- -King's lLountain expedi=

tlon--his bravery vindicated-~Public thanks for hia aervice~-Mqrches
to Long Island of lolston.~-At ‘hitzell's Mills and’ Guilfordqm= -
Resigns from ill-treatment,==lade Brigadier-General,-~barva§ undern

'~LaFayette.--Deat1 md character,--Notices of hia King s hountain

" officers,

The Campbell family, from which the hero or King's Mountain
descended, were originally from Inverary, Argyllshirea qonnecbed with
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the femous Campbell clans of the Highlands of bcotland; and pmigratqd M'ﬁ

to Ireland near the close of the reign of Queen Elizabqth e about thq

!-‘year 1600, The northern portion of Ireland raceived, at ﬁhat period,

.'large accessions of Scotch Protestanta, whq prove@ vg;u&blg gnd usow

b ful citizens. Here the Campbells continusd to 11v9 xor aqveral

5  generations, until at 1ength John Campbell, with a tnmily ot ken or

¥ twelve children, removed to Americe 1n 1726, and aattlpd tinat in

‘ 'Donegal, Lencaster County, Pennaylvania, whare we r_;¢

one 9: his "

‘ ‘ sons, Patrick Campbell, Worn in 1690, aerving as u qgnqtgb%g 1n 1720.

ﬁ:fAbout 1730, John Campball, with three pr hia aono! gatrigk gmpns thnm,

fﬂAuguata County, in the rich valley of Virginia.

.¢; removed from,PennayIVania to what was then 8 par; Qf ﬁrgnge, pqw . 1

fﬂ_%thar ﬁuthority

}faaaigns 1738 as the time of thia miaration. - ;;;p -; ,~f

oy K

Among the children of Patrick Gampbell, nmo thua q%r;y

"settled in Western Virginie, Waa Charleg, who aeemg to havq been born
'1n Ireland before the removal of the r&milx to thﬁ Mgw World, He Re-

;,fcame a prominent and efficient pionecr of ﬂmw Augugta Valley, Ho

. early married a Liss Buchanan, whase father, John Bughanan, ST, had

figured in the wars of ocotland; and from thia.union Bpr&ng William

~

£ .Campbel1, who subsequantly led the Scotch-Irish patriota of th@
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3hol sten Ve¢193 agai st Ferguson at Ainb S hountain.; He waa bcrn in

fﬁAuguste Co upty in 1740;-and, though reared on that remota frontier,:“

.and arid the excitements and dangers of the ”rench and Indiﬁn war of

2, yet he wes enabled, as an only son, to sequre the best ed- 3’“f;a

'ﬁ?uuation under the best teachers of thet period--David quinson, a, finq
f_sch0¢a baving been, it 1s believed, among his 1nstructora, as he was

. of meny others of the youth of Augusta of ‘that day, Xoung Qampbell

1§tory, and several brancnes ‘of the mathematics, ;; "1}[: ;ﬁi .
4 . .

His featl.er, Charles Campboll, WA S not only.ﬁg ontnrgria;ng

;&_ffarmer of Auguata, ut early angaged 1n western axpley@ﬁ&gn& épﬁ ;n thg
‘.;_o! :

aaquisition of the rich wild lends 9f the country.; Ln ﬁpril,!174&. b ;-_

mﬂhsr

HEL X 31 i

ﬁith Y number or hunters and wooqun, It was on Cpég 9&9&&&9» that

ampbell located a Iire tract on the North Fork Qr ﬁo&ggoﬁ, pere

: !

S

AT, % o
writtan apparenb } 1n 1750, it is statgd that "ﬂbhn ﬁaahgn&n,and Ghan;oa

Campbell do not go cut tils fall"-~ind;osting a gon&amgxatcd mpmaval, ’

w

1752 he was chosen & captain, and dqubtleqs rendr gerviqn in the  f fﬁ
the Auqusta Valley during the lqny periqdr g ;ndiqa 1rruptun@'

\

: @ of Zraddock's wape In whe Letter ‘pe'm of Fis 1ife ha
becane 1nterperate, and at. anqrt h;a oareer, dy;ng Q@rly iq l767¢, |

| B | ,,t his fetherls dpaty w1111am Campbell, tpen e.youngman Qf
- ,‘
‘i; abOut twents-two, resolved to rgnove with nis moth@r %nd f°WF Y°“n5

. L. . f Lo . . .
- e e . . . ¢ . . .,..3“..,“. LR Sai . e A



. ‘ , . S
- . S .13-_. , . ‘,‘{ﬂ‘,.

aiaters, to the frontiars of Nolston. The” migrated thgre, locating

fon & fine t: act called Aspenvale, twenty-one milea east of the Wolr
;‘1115, row the plesant town of . bingdon, and one milq wagt of the beVﬁn
w7 Ele Ford. In 1773, he was sppointed among the earlieat Juatiqes of -

Fincastle County, and, in 1774 e Captaln of the militia, . Although
'ﬁr an early son, and 1nher1ting a conaiderable property, h@ nqvpr yielded {-@f
to the faahionable follies of young men of fortuna° qug;gq to the -

;@aspawanoqs and al}ied trlbea. Colonal Chriatiag'a ¥ o
‘thpugh they made a $Qr¢a ma;ch, did nqt reach tﬁéﬂ ot
gﬂinight succeeding tna engagement. The nezm morn&ng_, e
| . Ohlo, hastenin: &0 ‘Join Lord Dunmnve, with anqthe#1 4”"'l ) & y
ffiPigktway plains on the Bolpto, where hleLQrdahip g gﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁﬁ-gzﬁfﬂﬁﬁy?
'gﬁ?qg peace with the defeaked and.hnmbloa Knﬂian t 4&@@ f Ue, WEi
f"}’?ﬁfcaptain Campboll, with all nis zoal to. »ew&e in LV
}LQarter having traveled hnndrede of miloa through thﬂ
.;'gouth-western V;rginia to the beart of thq Ohio cfx;jif
”ffgheathe his awoﬂd and return again to nia peacetul %"‘

i Tockhocking, returninv from the Scioto expeditlon, @he trgops deelared.Q%;
Ff:on the fifth of November, 1774—-Cgpta1n Gampbell, ﬁg dQBbﬁp GWQnE th@ Hiﬁﬂf
Q7number--that 'ag’ the love of Liberty, end attachmanm to, the 798l 1n-‘f |

Y

, ﬂgperests and ° just rights of'xmerica outweigh every other oonaldoration,
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ﬁ;ﬁﬂﬁe r¢solve that we will exert every'power within'us tho defence of
JL’Lﬁmerican LibeftY; ard for the aupport of her, Just rights &nd privi- ! ;'?5?
’l, o L ' L ‘ ;i‘l“iv
ﬂffgleg¢s." /nd on the twentietn o¢ January ensuing, bolonels Praston and ;%;

© Glristlan, .rtlur end Villlan Canpbell, togetier with T1llem Ldmopds ¢

5'aon, Reverend Charles uumnings, snd other leadera of :1ncastle County, :

. ecomprising te l.olston scttlencnts, aont a calm anu patriotic addreaa #9

fthe Continental Conpresa, announcing, that “1f no paoific maasurementa Wf_
 shall be propoaed or adopted by Ureat Britain, end our enamiea attempt tq*
ﬂztdragoon us out of those inestimable privileges which we arn ﬂntitlﬂd to g
‘a8 subject, «nd reduce us to slavery, wé declare. that we arg doliber- f;;ﬂ
';.ately and resolutely dctervined never to surxender tbdm to qny power -i'i;
jupon garth but at the ezpence of our 1ivea, These arp our rﬁal, thougp :
Vs

. unpolished, sentinenta of liberty and loyaltty, and 1n tham Ve axc 4"‘, ;f

l-‘
I

esolved to liVe and die. : Theae woro noble docl&xatiqna ox wzllimm

"Ou,pbell nnd assocletes, proclaimed three montha bofgrq th@ t&rst clapg
'f,of ernc at Lexington, four snterior to the patriotlﬁ reaQ%Nen Of ﬁhﬂ
, ’ppople of llecklenburg, five before the. deadly atrire pn Bupksr Hill,
; iand nearly a year and six months before the 1mm0rtal PQQlaxation qt
lii Independence by Congresa. Theso sentimpnta or ﬁhe mq» gt ﬂalatoq
L rromed the key-note oi thoir patriotio orfcrtﬁ thrquhgub tho Rﬁvolu-{if:y
:tion--and they never flagrad a moment, ghile Ufe 1a§§%¢’ t;ll thnir : 7:L.

0,. -,

‘{iilibertiea were secured, . o '., _ﬁu;g;y' B
 : . At length war burst upon the eountry.ﬁ Qggtgin Oﬁmpbell,u{; ﬁ
| who had pledged himself at ~ort Gouer, 1n 174, tg Q§Q¥§ qvqry'pOWpr o
“within him in the defence of. umerican 1iberty, and ggbgqquegtly rqnewed
J”'EQ; cole:n declaration "to live and cle" in aupport gf tha ?rqat r; “‘.;
.bz;nv¢ilgw for : ideh Jdruce and .allhce, andAHampden &nd bidney hud,_‘ L
in the p- st, contenled, now entered J&ﬁuly 1nto thﬁ qonteat, raising tha

fi st cornny in south-we tcr Virginia in. support ot tac common causa,

1
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marchin; <o ”iii*ur*bﬂrv .itz i 2 huntinr-'h ‘rt riflemen,‘in oeptenner
i7meg, a.l takih; “3ﬁir rlace in tle Pirst "1'91n1a e"iment undﬁr the ‘
cormar. or tlo Yavous tatriclh Lsnry, hi& céiidssion ag Captain bore
date December fiftecenth cf thet vear.. Gwing to the rqgiment's confine~
rent ‘to the insctivities of cLmp life, and t‘e slif.ts gnd 1nd1gn1ties
reted out to hlh, denry st lclatd res ignbd tie cUm.and when his men, .
who were devoted to him, went into mourninb. L¢eutenant-Colonel
Christien succeeded to the corrand Lnd the regiment waa placed on -

N Continert el establis h;ent, Lnder General Anarew Lewisg and shared in dis—
” locﬁing Duhmore from Giryn's Island July ninLh 1776~~the British ‘not
fancyin:; a too close cortact wita e fronticr rifieuen, exclalmad as
they cems in si-ht, "the shirt-men are cox Ansl", when they, panic atricken

P S
[ €. e

precipitately evacuated t's Island, ‘.,w_ , B

vhortlv cfter, 1ntelltgence cate that tue Chequeea, 1nsti-

~gated by Sritish azents and eniSQaries, had attacmpd tue frontiers, when

Colonel Cbristian resigned, and returned to tie .olstgn gountry to- lead

L

and expedition avainst che hostile Indians. “then Cuptaia gampbell haarq

'vof these border troublus e he felt not a 11 tle uneqay on ﬁcoount Qf E
the unprotected aituation of his r.other: and sistera; and wrpto to. |
lajor irthur Campbell, expressing th.e hope t‘at all tLe women and oh11~
‘dren in the Holston country mioht Le gaghered into forts, thua enabling
'*the men to engage in repelling the qnemy, adding: "I havq thg moat

' congent reasons for endeavoring to resign, .@d ‘can, I think, do ao w;th

‘honor; and 1f I possibly can, I skall be with you soon." 'Ha felt it was

‘his cuty to gepair to the frcntiers, dnd lend all hi»<aid in the de- ;
ferce, At Lie owine nol cHLe o Leave Cle sorTiocc Lntil noar uL closa e
o0& the LouT, Gud cous faded o, saare in uurlut*anls GAFQQiyLOH abainst
..the Cheroees, But the delay, perhaps, aiaug nlm in socurim; a noble

'compénidh ior 1ife, in tilc rergon of Ass flizaveth Fenry, a sister of

K]
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'13 old ~qmwander, Patric Henrﬁ--t; ﬁnrivalled orayor qnd ?tatesman P}
pf Lhe Qevolution._ Durinv this eervica of over a year 14‘§4§tevn ‘ ‘
‘fyivpinia, Gawtain Canpbell acquired a nractical kncwlngq pt m}litarx ;
tactics and the discipline of an arry, whicn proved or graat vglue tg 3
f hin in his_suosequent cawpalgns to King's Bountain and Guilford. h
i§7;fv ‘ On his return home he found the Cherokees, paving been aubdue@g
were quiet for awhile. The large County of Fincastlo, embracing mueh |

o
pf the south-western Vir inia and all of Kentuckum wap sub-dividad; anﬁ

Nil;iam C“‘pbell illiam Edmandgen, and QQO othe; gggg
“gommissioners to hire Wa"oﬁs to bring up th@ Cou.ntT 4

91stesy
ﬁifﬂll of this year, Colon¢1 Campb@lla havxns been ‘Sq%§§edfgﬁ

c‘ %)

probdaly in fulfillmsnt of atipulahiqna of the Qrpagyi

quston,, in July preceding, pqrformea this ﬂenvimgﬁ_;

. '-’ I]l t~'l) SL‘.. 1.1‘ Qd‘\ lv]r/q
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1n ont“ﬁ“v“v Crun"“ 'wz:re Jolo*
@

‘J.s..e' sa.e
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ataupa and Aolachucky aettle:enta, bub tha leadqrs wer§
nnt open in theipr moverents--rather like bandita, atrupk ghgir'blpwa ‘

_feﬁen into the

An ube dark, under disguises and and concqalments.'l qupnﬂ; Gampbﬁll

was very out-snoken arainst them.

His gates were plagg;aaqd txweatemng-‘:;k
Lis life;

snd an attempt was made ta take him, of 8 dark night, gnd 1;

;3 & deep forest, by two of these desperadoes, but they migtogk th@ir'man” f%
. otherwise Colonel Car

pbell would have probably lost hia lLfQ 1n thﬂir

. .: . ' . . J ‘ : o v '.v
.. hands, : v Lo, J.,_ 'h. m-' R

Not long after, when he was returning from hho Enbins Springf
' meetinp house, where he had been

nearinf &8 good Preayytgrian aarmon, e
mounted on horseback, uccompanied by his \1fe, his. ggy#' 3

%35 and fa“ily, bapt&iﬂ Jmnes Dysart and wite. Jamea Fhl}ﬁg 'y «
P ‘51 . ' '.
.Farris, an Afrio&n Pegro naxed Thomaa, and chﬂrn, b@ d;?qgggrgg 4~mﬂn i

¥
E)

approaching. on hOrsebaok who turned orr intg the y99$g§~n,auap1c19u§l,,fi
lcircumstanoe. Colonel Ca*pbell a4 vot parsonally ¥gga
'C&lnpbell did, told t e Colonel hat 1% waa anc:,g.gg&;,, o d

i bandit.‘ For g year or more HOpkinﬂ h&d gi?en Phﬁ QQB'J

and had pl““d h"‘“ “ndf’*‘ hﬁﬂw bonda. He mq xw%x
:4%1ng coy terfelt mqney-rwaa ordpred 1m?raﬁon§d a; Qéjg

Qreek till the county Jail apould ba QQleeted"%Q%gwﬁ%ggth&;qﬁyhﬂﬁfuﬂv 1%
was rea&y for occupanoy, 1t waa a ricketty gffait;f'” ok,

‘ vShﬁyreﬂ e 1prcr &u 1natiue.i'ile fcld Lo L

; z;o%,xjy i Joor, ’v~~7 .Lre La'ubt :L..W a commas ioa, wit lstte;s to tp:
Cherohee Indians and the wbite emissaries amonv them, uxging them tO

) . - ' ,.' -:. . 1 PR .
. I i . A TS

fall upon the frontier aettlers with fagqts’ knife gnd tOmahawk, 39" ,

I

°
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. was, in every sense, an 1nfmnoua Tory, and a dangercus character,,ﬂ

Upon learning thc name or the atranger, Colonql G&npbell 1nr
§3atant1J spurred hiy horsg, and’ gave chaae to the bandits ﬁﬂd in tha

| lor twenty feet, plunging into the river, Campbell, oy ppia tgmq, waa
v‘chlose in purauit, and not to be balked, followed the bandlt 1nto thQ
water. ' The fearful leap threw HOpkins from hiﬁ hprgg; aad, bgfprag
could recover, Gampbell was at him, Thev had a l'ng and deapqrqtg

; of the chera, who had rollpwad, Qam’ to h;a r@11%:
assistance, th@ b&ndit W%ﬁ, &rter §¢MQﬁh1ng Ofx,pﬁgg.

funﬁltcr tied oq be'inabL:;;Mhd’lu, ﬁvidantly ln@gg@gf a¥e
: ’ L a ',':3,"]
g Qconplice,

‘ho.se, preperator J ,u,ﬂacv,,fq- & iohnney,,h '

\

the Cherolee coun: ry.,g But the halter,.

(R ." ' [
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nq,'other 1iqge s’ub.jﬁcta of :the q;mo W%L“{b"-? :
,t&hq militia and wolunteerp t‘rom the uqmum @f, mng@

.'|;,1'

' Qggpavil authorizing h:l.m r..n, ambogiy
‘J‘lashi.p.gton and Lontgo;nery c{;um;j,g, Q‘




from the Carolinas. ‘ ‘." Ce e i g : N
c uut soon after lbils 1etu.rn hom, lie found a dangaroua oney u;
| the midst of the whiite settlement. Tvio hundred Toriea of the New
{ ;; river re~1on, vithin what is now Grayson County, Virginia! and Ashe 4
uounty, North Carolina, h:d risen in arms, with sqme B;'J.tiah, officcra
aiding then, with a view of selzing the Lead Linea, near the preaent ,
,ytheville 3 when Colonel Ca:rpbell, by order of Colonel Prpston, took ‘
| the field in /ugust at the head of one hundred end. forty or £ifty ???%
men, and scoured tlat vild mountainoua _countryy and at 8 placq knpwg

L
S
SR e

as the Big Glad es, or iound Leadoua, approachi.pg 8 lm'ge pprty of -

Toriea, the lattep under cover of a tzh:.ck fog, tlgq,g giﬂppraing n
- | m( lagipg nnly
{g" one of thelir number in their flight. ‘ Colonel Clgvg;gnd on. 8. aimlm;
g service , had captured Zachariah Goae, om? of tb& Bl’%ﬁﬁl‘m& uam
- Brovm's gang of n.urderora, hoxsevthﬂ.evea, an;d rgh‘gp;'% whg waq tried,v‘

every direction, md hiding themaelvea in the Lou;g;

.-

tovm of Bethabara, 1n Horth Oaro:l,ing., where hﬁ mg "j'
’ for sometime, sending out detachmem;a m qqut Q::f b3
L E ;rating into Guilford Gounty, nurpr:!,agq m d’#@”ﬁg% W ac
o,f Toriea at night, and oa,ptured, Gp.ptg;m um‘“‘?‘;ﬁ?{% ;

' Lhallow Ford of Yadkin. 's'!‘ . ;;Q,_%f,.*



wahout u unjuetly detraating fyG

deservings, t;herq u baﬁh'-i
b,qmpatrlot;a a.lsq,,: . ‘ ’
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ﬁj;15? ;,fy&rz-‘
yet preserved by nis Preston deecendants. - IR
Colonel Cmrpbell woul hLVe been more or leaa than &ortal, |
- had he not relt a sense of satisfaction for the hlsh pra;aea shgwg
Iing's 1 ountain--erw.nating from C: tca, .a.nin'rtm, thg pggi&laturg
of Virginiar,x and the Continental bongress. Th.a lattqr au;sust'. qug

& distressed sister Svate, 1nd arter "a severe qnﬁ hlgagy gonfllat%

had achieved a docis;},ve victary; and that "a, gooqf
rurnisture, end a sword, be purchaaed at tna p,ﬂ.-

e

s@nted to Co;qng], ,,glm ““’?Wllf%“at”m‘_
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- up the quartere of Green'a edvance partiea--or, a3 Grgeng gupposed. 

elther to int  cept his stores, or cut orf tl.e Lif"ht lx;!antry, 1n-‘_'
cluding the riflemen, from the main body. '

1

After no little manoauvrino, the battle of Gu;lf’rﬂ tack pl

Campbell's riflemen--in wi:lch Lee was aupposad ta havg &nf}icted L
loss of fifty on the part of farleton; while the bight. X"
Guards were so hard pressed by the riflemen, lpgxgﬁ |
: nnmber, that & portion of Tarleton'a gavalry wen”7




Ov’ ‘., " ,A‘,

t'o himself and rﬂ.flemen-r-who vere thﬁ{ ;ﬁ’irst ':Ln*
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“This, at least, 1s expressive dflﬁhe sentiments of Campbell andhiq._‘Jf

men; and, at this late day, it is Aifficult to determine vhether if

Lee was excusable, or culpable, for the course he pura'ued. Bu wellm

merited compliments and soothing words, on the pavt Qf General Grgeng
did not cuange Colonel Carpbell's determination tg w;thdraw +rom th@
service, - He accordingly left camp on the morning of nne twentiethl
end returning home resigned his commission in the.militia, 2
Colonel Campbell, as t:e oldest serving Justice in the
County Court, became entitled to & teru of the qrfice o# Sherlff, nut
.declined the position, Ke was chosen to repreaent Waahington CQH&tgs{

in the House of Delegates, The General Asaembly ggpqenﬁd at RithQng
early in May of thils year; out owing to the apprgaﬁg or tng pnemg,
they ad journed to meet &t Charlcttesville on thg & ygrourtn QI

House of Deleagtes chosa Gnlqnal Gﬁmpbell s'
militia, to aqrve qndqr marquia ng La Fayett”'



termination Taken with a, com laj..nt in hia brpa,st he was cqn Y
0 P h&lf ‘(%,g )

.n 0
,‘l : ot

General Ca.r‘pbell es "an officer whOM ﬂer"""” ,_m”’t’:




°q

~ ©of uncommon beauty and sprightliness; end \dthal sba

‘Her extreme solicitude and promptings to puah,b&g,gpithf“}quqgté

Margaret he had married,  She was & woman of axeellent mind and

little ambition, which she endeavored to turn to ééod‘account in hgr
husband's behalf, this young wife enoouraged him 1p all h*a plan
by vhich he m ght aequire distinction as a public mgn, Her wholgkm_"
seemed completely absorbed in this one great ohject of hpr 1186, to»wul
which every other must bendj no privation, howaver sreatg annoyed pe f4
In the smallest degree, if she believed it unld Qﬁntrib“te th th@

requirement of eitheyr military or civil reputatipn”rgr q@r Lgabggdg“

rano, caused him sometimen to make ;glaq stepg

ﬁwould not aoquiesoe 4n this Vi&ﬂ?

‘T'and somatinea open rupturea.ftj;w







{he,dnvthe ahil.ltsy F:
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- purest patriotic impulses, v &ereVGr the story of King s I’duntai;'x
and Cuillford is read, and the services of their heroes fully appre= .
clated, 1t will be found that w1111am Campbell has "purpled oler hig

‘neme with deathless glory," o . : .
--King's Mountain and Ita Heroeg o

‘ by Lyman C. Drapgr. .LL- Do
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