THE /DA MARTHS TVA4Son  TRAVIS (OLDEST Tt @;y/_,i/))

AND  PULES FRANK LIN TRANS FAPIY



J#E TdmEs MILES JWyw  FgmiLy



INTRODUCTION

James Miles Johnson was born January 17, 1840, in London, England. He immigrated to the
United States with his parents, James and Mary Allen Johnson. I don’t know if James had
brothers or sisters, but they must have traveled with aunts, uncles and cousins as many births
and deaths of Johnson family members were recorded in the Johnson Family Bible.

I am not certain what year they arrived here, but it was prior to the Civil War which began in
1861. When the Civil War began, even though the Johnsons had settled in the south,

James Miles Johnson chose to fight with the North, or Union Army. He was a cannoneer in
General Forrest’s Cavalry Unit. He fought in the Battle of Shiloh, received a saber cut to the
head, was taken prisoner and spent the remainder of the war in Rock Island Prison.

After the end of the war, James Miles Johnswd fell in love with Amanda Isabella Nancy
Swain, the daughter of a Virginia farmer, wain. After their marriage, they lived in
Sewanee, Tennessee, for a period of time. It is known that Amanda gave birth to eight children
but only four lived to reach adulthood. Three children to survive to adulthood were born in
Sewanee, Tennessee:

1) Ida Martha (my grandmother), born February 7, 1869, Sewanee, Tennessee
2) George Henry, born August 18, 1872, Sewanee, Tennessee
3) Clara Lily, born November 26, 1875, Sewanee, Tennessee

The family moved to Tracy City where the only other child to survive to adulthood was born:
4) Minnie Louise, birth date unknown, Tracy City, Tennessee
The history and descendants of these four children unfold on the following pages.

James Miles Johnson died on September 21, 1905, in Tracy City, Tennessee, and is buried
there.

Amanda Isabella Nancy Swain Johnson was born July 8, 1845, in Scottsville, Kentucky, and
died at the home of her daughter, Martha Ida Johnson Travis, in Birmingham, Alabama (it is
believed sometime in 1922 or 1923). She was returned to Tracy City, Tennessee, and is buried
with her husband.

When James died, the Johnson Family Bible was inherited by George Henry Johnson. Years
later some of the information was used by his son for his thesis when he was studying to be a
Baptist minister. Since the Bible was later destroyed in a home fire, the names used in the thesis
are the only record left. The names appear on the last page of this introduction; if anyone has
any information about any of these individuals, I would be most grateful to have it.



The pages following contain the history of the four children born to James and Amanda who
survived to adulthood: (1) Martha Ida Johnson, (2) George Henry Johnson, (3) Clara Lily
Johnson, and (4) Minnie Louise Johnson. This history has been prepared to the best of my
knowledge. However, if anyone has any further information available, I would very much
appreciate having to add to this family history.

Thank you.

Isabel Andrews
1548 Calinoma Drive
San Jose, California 95118

The material noted below is what was used by George Johnson’s son, James, to prepared his
thesis:

1. Amanda Isabella Nancy Swain Johnson
Born July 8, 1845, Scottsville, Kentucky
Died 1923 Birmingham, Alabama
Buried Tracy City, Tennessee

2. Mary S. Johnson
Born February 15, 1869, Jeffersonville, Indiana
Died December 27, 1869, Winchester, Tennessee

3. Mattie 1. Johnson
Born February 7, 1871, Sewanee, Tennessee

4, Charly W. Johnson
Died October 19, 1874, Sewanee, Tennessee

5. Carrie D. Johnson
Died December 28, /979 Tracy City, Tennessee

6. James Carl Johnson
Died December 28, 1886, Tracy City Tennessee

7. Lula V. Johnson
Died February 12, Liford, Maryland

George Henry Johnson was a house painter and wallpaper hanger. His first wife died in 784%Y /1y
/N childbirth and 2er sister went to care for the child. Eventually, they married, Ax2> A&S0 44D A
PAVEH TER. BEORGCE AATER MARRIEY For 7THE THRD TIME AxdHED 4 §¢
VHo PECAME A BAPTIST mi ¥ISTER .



Clara Lily was a school teache7She married James Greenwood Abernathy, a pharmacist and part
owner of the Tracy City Pharmacy.

Ida Martha married Miles Franklin Travis, a Singer sewing machine salesman and repairman.

These are just some interesting facts about the children that you won’t find in the ongoing
histories. :

























































3. GLADYS LOUISE TRAVIS (Third child of Martha Ida Johnson and Miles
Franklin Travis)
Born: July 22, 1892

See GLADYS LOUISE TRAVIS elsewhere in this volume for full family history.









Two daughters:
il Katherine Ruth Barton

Born: March 11, 1983, Birmingham, Alabama.
2, Abigail Ann Barton

Born: March 20, 1986, Birmingham, Alabama.
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1L ERIC TRAVIS (Eleventh child of Martha Ida Johnson and Miles Franklin Travis
Born: Birmingham, Alabama.
Died:
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