
Transcribed from a newspaper story written to celebrate Mae Rubley’s 90th 
birthday. 

 
MAE RUBLEY  McGough Dudley will be celebrating her 90th birthday Sunday, Sept. 12, (1993) 
at a reception to be held at the Harbin Hotel in Nauvoo. 
 
Mae's mother, Cora Lee Thomas, along with her father and mother, Clem Thomas and Elizabeth 
Freeman Thomas, and three other children migrated to Fall City, Ala., from Roma, Ga., in a 
covered wagon. On their homesteaded property there in Fall City they built a log house and 
farmed for their livelihood. Sometime later they sold their farm in Fall City and moved to Nauvoo 
so Mr. Thomas could work in the coal mines. In addition to their daughter, Cora Lee Thomas, and 
the three children who migrated from Roma, Ga., two other children were born into the family: 
Hattie Thomas (Pearce), Will Thomas, Pearl Thomas (Farrell), Mark and Roy Thomas. 
 
Adolph Rubley, Mae's father, came to America from Switzerland as a 10-year-old boy with his 
father and mother, Charles and Elizabeth Rubley. When they first came to this country, they settled 
in Pennsylvania for a while and eventually settled permanently in Tennessee. Charles and 
Elizabeth raised a family of eight children: Elizabeth, Charlie, Will, Emil, Adolph, Albert, Ed 
and Lena. 
The lure of the coal mines brought young Adolph Rubley and other young men to Nauvoo to seek 
employment. There he met and married Cora Lee Thomas and from this union there were seven 
children born: Mae Rubley (McGough, Dudley), Geraldine (Dickerson), Louise (Williams), 
Edna Ruth Rubley, Charles Rubley, Earnest Rubley and William Rubley.  
 
Fred McGough, Mae's first husband, was born and reared near Nauvoo in the Flatwoods commun-
ity. His father and mother, Manuel and Sarah McGough, had 10 children: Ed, Fred, Robert, Torn, 
Maggie (Harper), Mark, Mary (Guthrie), Vera (King), Oscar and Lillian (Conway).  Because of the 
large number of children in the family, the older children, which happened to be boys, were 
required to help with the kitchen chores Fred's mother Sarah, often made the boys cook and do 
dishes because there was always a new baby to take care of. 
 
On Aug. 1, 1917, Fred McGough joined the Army to serve his country in World War I. He spent most 
of his time overseas in France. After returning to this country and being discharged, he returned 
to Flat-woods to help his parents on their farm. Later, like so many other young men, he 
began working in the mines. His first job was in what was known as the Jagger Mine. 
 
Viola Mae Rubley spent her growing-up years living in No. 1 and No. 2 mining camps, and there 
was a time she lived in the Jasper community. She attended school at Nauvoo and Jagger and 
even spent one year attending school in Slick Lizzard. During World War I when teachers were so 
scarce, Viola Mae, who was a ninth-grader, was called on to help teach first and second grades 
until a new teacher arrived. 
 
Fred Keever McGough first met Viola Mae Rubley at an all-day singing, which was being held at the 
Flatwoods church. The church was the meeting place for the young people, and it was common 
practice to have dinner on the ground and "fa-so-la" singing in the afternoon. Fred and Mae 
courted in the rubber-t iered horse and buggy that belonged to Fred's father. However, 
before too long Fred bought a Model T car of his own. 



 
Fred and Mae dated for approximately 11/2 years and were married Jan.10, 1920. At the time 
of marriage Fred was 24 years old and Mae was almost 17 years old. Fred and Mae lived in the 
Flatwoods community for a short period of time, and during this period they had one child who 
was stillborn. Shortly thereafter they moved to Illinois where they lived for the next 30 years. While 
living in Illinois, four children were born to Fred and Mae: Glenn Edward, Edna Ruth, Betty Jean 
and Cecil ia Mae. Glenn Edward, while serving in the Navy during World War II, gave his life for 
his country. 
 
Fred and Mae returned to live in Nauvoo in the summer of 1950 because of Fred's ill health. He lived 
approximately six and one-half years and passed away Jan 19, 1957. 
 
Researcher’s Note: 
See history of Tennessee Iron and Coal Company for connection between Grundy Co. TN and Nauvoo 
area of AL. 
Also see Sewanee Fuel and Iron Company for link between Tracey City, TN (TN Iron & Coal) and 
Coalmont, TN (Sewanee Fuel & Iron). 


