PFC John McCoy Patrick, born on February 4, 1920, was the son of James William Patrick and Laura
Slaughter. He had 4 siblings: Marcus Patrick, Nannie (Patrick) Harris, Jesse Patrick and Clifton Patrick.
He grew up in the Collins River valley near the Grundy and Warren County lines.

McCoy entered the Army in 1941 and served in the 5™ Division of Patton’s 3 Army. He was the “BAR”
man for his Squad which meant he operated the Browning Automatic Rifle.

The Red Diamond Division traveled from the United States to Iceland, England and Northern Ireland for
training. They entered Normandy at Utah Beach on July 9, 1944. Between July and late November of
that same year, they crossed countless rivers and liberated many towns in France. By early December
they were in Germany and by mid-December they entered Luxembourg. Before the war's end, they would
travel through Czechoslovakia and Bavaria before returning to the United States.

Sadly, McCoy never got the chance to return home to Tennessee. While out on a morning patrol, he was
killed by a German sniper on December 25, 1944 near Echternach, Luxembourg. He was buried in
Luxembourg National Cemetery where General Patton is also interred. He was awarded the Purple Heart.






