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My grandpa, Roy H. "Judd" Thomas, grew up during the beginning of the
century when money was not plentiful. He was only allowed to receive
a fifth grade education so his sisters could advance further . throu :
school. The times molded him into a tough, stout young mandy e started Q* ;/<
L)

work at a sawmill when he was fourteen and was forced to do large man- \QF&
size jobs which caused him to grow up quickly. This may be why he was

so high-tempered X In his younerdays, when grandpa became mad, heﬁngO
a cursing fit, stomp and rave, and start slinging rocks, hammers, or V@&)
anything near him. Later he would forget why he caused such an uproar.

g
Grandpa was a strong man, physically and mentally one summer, while 03
building a house in Coalmont, he had to carry h1° tools on his shoulder
going to and from work,; because he didn"t have a car. When he was in his
late twenties, and worked at the sawmill, he'd come home, eat supper,, K and
then spend several hours more building houses for his childrenﬂ%hﬁ?ﬁnagTL
child, a son, was born dead on Christmas Day. in 1922. Grandpa built him
a coffin and carried him on his shoulder, up to the city cemetary, where

he alone Euried him. Grandpa worked hard to provide for his family, but
. Yo+, he st loved and cared for them

even though many tlmes he wasn't there to tell them.

.....

i nde ..d(éngleg and measurements and could bulld anyth1ng.
(He was one of the best framing carpenters in the areaf)bﬁ%mhe—eﬂew—+m__
patient—with-the—-earefulness and minutiae required o finishing work.
Buring his hasty, minute-and-half temper fit., he-wouldmess—up-a piece

aL_panelxng_nn_hgggbgggd_and_haxa—Lo_LacuL_Lt,(bnce while roofing a
two-story building, he fell and broke his leg. The doctor put it in a
plaster cast and told him to stay off of it. Grandpa, howeverlhad to
work to keep his family going. Over the months, the work put a strain
on his leg and a gigantic tumor formed causing his leg to turn blue,
becoming twice as big as a normal leg for the rest of his life.
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Grandpa was lik8 a child at times. Through the last twentx{%%ghis life,
he would buy little trinkets, music boxes, and such. When he died, he had
several battery operated circus bearsAand*éanta claus’ that would play
lively, rhythmetic songs.
run through—~teny-detailed towns, and_ag_41_men1_ib$nugh+_he_d_biew—fhb
trains whistle. Grandpa once found two baby squirrels with no mother, so
he took them, gave them a home. and kept them. As they got older, he
taught them tricks te amuse himself. He taught them—te—cvomeand——eat—from

h1s hand, hlde n _his 5 POCKet—anRad—<sleep N Ry—mateibo beas

b

s pndpa wadgheomplex because he was s np and—aad—a—temper, DU B W3S

Shitd=like-and generocus. '(%phdipa. ed Gn active G

There arent—many-—differenees—betwesenm my grandpa and me, but there are
some °1gn1fxcant ones that give us totally different—persenslities and .

—perspectives . He—trad to work COnfTHUO&4l¥—L0—keen_hlu_iﬂmii¥>ﬁﬂTﬂE*—H—‘




never had time to~ QD“tﬁ*nehﬂ94—0£_ha1a_iun_ﬂllh_hls_££4sad67«Becau°e he

was akways working, he was physically strong—as : .yed in pretty good
shape. This could be contributed to h 1 am opposite of
this because | have a better education and Ive the chance to make
a better living than grandpa did. Despite these differences. or maybe
hecause of them. we arebeth—pgood people. He contributedmany things to—
his community—-in-his life-by uce of his hands; T will have a chance te—
dontributemany—things—ts Winme—inmr—thefotures+—but—by—usine—my—mind.
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Thies tribute was written by Tyson Themas, when in Grundy County High
School, to his grandpa, Roy Hilman "Judd" Thomas.
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